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l. /Cite basic commvmicatic “nd in ecmpliance thmﬂ.th t;u following is
submi ttad:

l‘fﬂlhrri-mﬁuﬂtmntrtmm-hmmﬁbmluonﬂm-dmm
the morning § January 1944.

E:nru;f after take-off the right wing of the airoraft m in contact with
the ground and the alreraft then crashed.

#itnssses of the cresh sald the sircraft had reached an altitude of 200 ft.
when lost %o sight. 4 fow seconds later they sam a larpge Tlash resulting from this
gireraft's crasbing into the ground, The position of the crash would indicate that
tLe pilot started a slight turm to the right after the take-cif. The pilot was
probably flying on instrunents et the time as it ¥ g Quring the hours of darkness.

It is wory possible that the superchargsrs were pulled off too scon and
the alreraft, which was carrying a maximum load, with a reduction of power, the alz-
eraft lost altitude and came in contact with the earths surfac® before the pilot
realized what was heppening. This is borne out by the fuct that the alroraft hit the
grourd in a sedd-stall position. The right wing %ip hit first, then the ball turret,
the mumbar four prop, three,two, and one in that order. These fucts were determined
from maridngzs on the ground.

43 a result of the crash one bomb exploded and together with the impact uf
the crash, the parts of the uireraft and its crew were scuttered over quite an area,

Puea ©o the suddan illucas of one ored mecber just prior fo take of'f, only
nine men were aboard this aireralft-at the time of the crash,
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The entire orew of this airoreft (ses below for name and poaition) weie
killed instantly in this crash with the Gxception of one (1) man (noted beloa;

4/C No. 42-3544
Poepiticn . s HRank ASH

‘Pilot ¥ Worris, Wlliem By Aj ¥/o T-1384

"Go=-pilot # Zisbarth, Dannia J. AAF Zd Lie U=752052
ANavigator <Proetor, Richard B MAYIQ44 2nd Ls. U=798875
'Bowbardisr #Totaro, Mo Zd Lt 0-678018
Top Turret Guuner Stevens, Bu L AL SECTITisgt 51190827
Radic Qperator Gunner Hober, Chester A., Jis Sgt. 11117787
Ball Turret Gunmer _ Stuebgen, Walter Ai. 8/8¢n. 13050973
Tail Sumner #P#gani1ton, Burnell W. o 5/8gt. 54538030
‘Waist Guoner Lowitz, Stanlay (1) Sgts 18154534

*Inis crew mamber Was seriously injured and has since fully recovered and
returned to dQuty.

For the Commanding OQulicar:

T ¢ f

C. BHARROW,
Major, Lir Corps,
Ad jutant.

. rew kth Ind,
HE/ADQUARTERS 3D BOMBARDMENT DIVISION, APO 559, U. S. Amy,

T0t Commandirg General, Bighth Air Force, APO (3ke Loh
Attn: Statistical Coutrel, -

invited to information fumished in 3rd Indorsement,
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P. THOMAS
Captain AT Loreps
Asst, Adjutant General




