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The Benefice of Badwell & Walsham0 

 
Please send your articles, jokes, fundraising event reports, puzzles, recipes 
and Church announcements for inclusion in this magazine (or anything else 
you fancy) to Rowena @ rowenagavars@gmail.com or ring 01359 259385 

 
Hexagon is delivered to over 1500 homes 

Advertise your local business here. Reasonable rates. 
Contact Judith on 01359 258251 or judith@gharlow.plus.com 

 

Advertise your fundraising or community event for free. 
Contact Rowena on 01359 259385 or rowenagavars@gmail.com 

  
Last date for items for inclusion in the next issue is  

Wednesday March 8th, 2017. 

 

BADWELL 

WATTISFIELD 



 

HEXAGON Advertising Rates 
 
FULL PAGE  single issue £30 3 issues £60  6 issues £120 
HALF PAGE  single issue £20 3 issues £40  6 issues £80 
QUARTER PAGE single issue £15 3 issues £30  6 issues £50  

 
Non-profit-making organisation or fundraising event adverts are free. 

 
Contact Judith on 01359 258251 or judith@gharlow.plus.com  

 
Message from Liz Thornton 

 

I am collecting stamps [any 
country, any value] for the 
Royal National Institute for 

the Blind [R.N.I.B] and  
Action on Hearing Loss  

[formerly R.N.I.D]. 
 

Please leave [1cm] around 
the stamps if possible and 
put them through my letter 

box at: 
 

Church House,  
The Street, 

Badwell Ash. 
 

 
HEXAGON COPY DEADLINE 

 
The deadline for the next issue is  Wednesday 8th March 2017. 
Please send items for inclusion to the Editor: Rowena Gavars

(rowenagavars@gmail.com / 01359 259385) 

The Reverend Phillip Merry 
 
Badwell and Walsham Benefice is delighted to 
know that the Reverend Phillip Merry has been  
appointed Priest in Charge and will take up his full 
time duties soon. At present Philip is Assistant   
Curate at Playford, Little and Great Bealings with 
Culpho so  is familiar with rural communities in 
Suffolk. 
 
During a career not typical of Anglican clergy he 
has been Domestic Services Manager at a large  
psychiatric hospital; Lincoln College Services  
Manager where he had some seventy staff for whom 
he was responsible; a milkman and a school  
caretaker. 
 
His Christian commitment prior to ordination has 
been expressed through his work as a Christian Aid 
Organiser and for over thirty years as Petitioner  
for Amnesty International. He has also served as a 
Churchwarden. Philip and his wife Denise, a Church 
Elder, have always been fully involved in their  
local church and communities and must be amongst 
the few parents who have a son who was ordained 
before his father. Their other son is a teacher. 
 
Outside the church Philip is a keen follower of foot-
ball and cricket, a reader of detective novels and 
knowledgeable about butterflies. 
 
We look forward to warmly welcoming Phillip and 
Denise to our village communities  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REIKI HEALING 

 
Qualified Reiki Master 

 
Are you lacking energy or feeling emotionally 

low? 
Do you wish you could relax away those aches 

and pains? 
 

Then Reiki could be your answer! 
 

Reiki is a very gentle treatment which is non-
invasive and balances your whole body and 

mind. 
 

Reiki is now widely used in GP practices and 
hospitals for the relief of pain and anxiety 

alongside other treatments and medications. 
 

If you would like to book a treatment, please 
call Sophia on 074551143410 or 01359-760696 

 
www.psychiccambridge.co.uk 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=reiki+images&view=detailv2&&id=8B5BAA49D3121E3007391AB9727FE277DD0BEBA9&selectedIndex=189&ccid=553UDPwK&simid=608033685115503141&thid=OIP.Me79dd40cfc0a045dfa617a01ada64f76o0


24 Hour Personal Service * Private Chapel 
 * FREE Parking 

www.andrewbingham.co.uk 

01449 771666 
The Nutshell, Milton Road South, Stowmarket, 

IP14 1EZ 

Local Caring Independent 
Funeral Service 

 

 

 

 

A family run restaurant and function venue located 

next to Thornham Hall 

 

Thornham Coach House, Thornham Magna, Suffolk, IP23 8HA 

TEL: (01379) 783373  

EMAIL: contact@thornhamcoachhouse.com 

Website: www.thornhamcoachhouse.com 

 

HaPPY NEW YEAR !!! 

 

 

Valentine’s Theatre Dinners 

Friday 10th & Saturday 11th February. £24.95 per 

guest. 

 

Chinese New Year Dinner 

Saturday 25th February. £22.50 per guest. 

WATTISFIELD COMMUNITY CENTRE 

What’s on:  

Monday: Dog training 6-8pm 

Tuesday: Coffee Morning 10am-12 

Tuesday: Badminton 6-10pm 

Wednesday: Yoga 10.30-11.30am and 6-8pm 

Thursday: Carpet bowls 7.30-9.30pm 

Anyone wishing to hire the hall or for further information please visit 
www.wattisfield.org.uk or call 07539 352722 

Wattisfield Village Fete Sunday 16th July 2017 – We are looking for stall 

holders/charity fundraisers who would like the opportunity to join us at the 

Village Fete or volunteers to run a side show please call 07539 352722 or 

email bookings@wattisfield.org.uk  

mailto:contact@thornhamcoachhouse.com
http://www.wattisfield.org.uk
mailto:bookings@wattisfield.org.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CCS CLEANING  &  
MAINTENANCE 

 

 Window Cleaning (Traditional / Reach and Wash) 

 Cladding / Gutter Cleans 

 Jet Washing (Driveways, Patios and Decking) 

 Regular House and Office cleaning 

 End of Tenancy / Spring Cleans 

 Estate Management / Communal Cleaning 

 Property & Garden Maintenance 

 

   DON’T DELAY CALL TODAY FOR A FREE  
   NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
    01359 240440 / 07970 040581 

 
    Or email at info@ccsmaintenance.uk.com 

    www.ccsmaintenance.uk.com 
 
 
 Over 20 Years     Fully Insured      Uniformed Staff 

 Experience            

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR…..  
 
Happy New Year.  I hope you are all well and have 
had a lovely festive time.   
 
With a New Year often comes change and we have 
great news in the Benefice… a Priest in Charge has 
been appointed and we await details of when he and 
his family will arrive..    
 
Also new is a change in the arrangement of this    
magazine …. all the articles will now appear on the  
facing right-hand pages so that they will be distributed 
throughout the magazine rather than just in the  
middle section.  I hope that you will like this change 
and find the bits you want to read more easily.  The 
services list will stay in the middle though so you can 
still pull it out and stick it on the fridge as I know 
some of you do!  
 
Best wishes, 
   Rowena  

 
 
 

Lenton Lunches 2015 
By kind invitation from the following: 

 
Thursday 9th March, 12:30-1:30  Margaret Miller & Rob Hall 
      Finningham 
 
Thursday 16th March   Mrs A More 
      Old School House, Badwell Ash 
 
Thursday 23rd March   Mrs J Harlow 
      The Rookery, Walsham-Le-Willows 
 
Thursday 30th March   Celia Simms  
      Grouville, Langham  
 
Thursday 6th April    Westhorpe Village Hall 
 
Please contact Margaret Miller for more details (01449-781920)  

mailto:info@ccsmaintenance.uk.com


CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MARRIAGES 
 
Congratulations to Jimmy Downie and Penny Harrison who were married in 
St Bartholomew’s, Finningham on 31st December 2016. 
 
If you would like to include an announcement in the next issue, please contact the 
Editor: Rowena Gavars (rowenagavars@gmail.com) / 01359259385  

WATTISFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
NOTICE OF VACANCY 

 
Notice is hereby given that there is a vacancy on Wattisfield Parish Council. The 
vacancy has previously been advertised, and no election has been requested. The 
Council is now able to fill the vacancy by co-option.  
 
APPLICATION SHOULD BE MADE IN WRITING TO THE CLERK TO THE 
COUNCIL, AND DELIVERED OR POSTED TO: 
CHRISTOPHER GARMAN, PARISH CLERK, SPRINGERS, THE STREET, CO-
NEY WESTON, BURY ST EDMUNDS, IP31 1HG. 
  
Applicants are asked to give brief reasons for offering their services to the Parish 
Council. Any elector interested in applying is welcome to contact the Clerk for   
further details. The successful applicant will be chosen following consideration by 
the Parish Council. 
 
Applicants should note that Councillors are expected to attend regular monthly 
meetings on the third Monday of each month and any additional meetings as may be 
arranged, and to represent the electors of Wattisfield in raising and discussing those 
issues of interest and concern on which the Parish Council is empowered to act.  
Applicants should also note that membership of the Council is open to electors who 
are citizens of any state in the European Union or of the Commonwealth and 
  

Whose residence is in Wattisfield or within 3 miles of Wattisfield, or  
Whose principal place of work is in Wattisfield, and  
Who is not disqualified (because of a criminal record, bankruptcy or   
  involvement in corrupt practices).  

 
For further information, please contact the Clerk to the Council.  
 
Christopher Garman  
01359 221600, wattisfieldpc@outlook.com 
28 December 2016 

 
Theobald’s Restaurant Ixworth 

 
Opening Hours 

Lunch Friday and Sunday,  Dinner From Tuesday to Saturday 
 

For current menus see our website www.theobaldsrestaurant.co.uk 

 
Tel 01359 231707 

    68 High Street Ixworth IP31 2HJ 

  

 

Independent BMW 
  & Mini Specialists 
 
 

 
Independent BMW & Mini Specialists providing a full range of servicing and 
repairs.  Considerable savings compared to BMW dealer prices without having to 
compromise on quality 

 

FOR ALL MAKES OF CARS 
MOT tests, Servicing and Tyres 

 

Competitive prices with excellent facilities 
While you wait appointments available 

WE HAVE MOVED TO NEW PREMISES 
 

3 Sicklesmere Road, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP32 7BX 
01284 754921 

www.warnemotorsbury.co.uk 
 



 

01359 234444 
mail@allhomes.uk.com 
alhomes.uk.com 

Constantly delivering the very best service as standard, our unique 
agency is well known for our knowledge of the area and our 

Trusted property pricing. 
 

We have been successfully selling properties in your area for 
More than 12 years. 

 
So, just give us a call to arrange a free valuation and find out what 

Your property is worth 

FANCY THAT ! 

 

AN ALL FEMALE ESTATE AGENCY 

 
BADWELL ASH 
Friday 17th March, Casino Night, 7.30pm, to raise funds for village 
hall and playing fields. *** 
Saturday 25th March, £1 SALE in St Mary’s Church. 10:30-4pm. All 
items £1.  *** 
Friday 14th April, Easter Egg Hunt, from Badwell Ash to Langham 
Church. 10am.  Free Easter Egg for all children.  Dog walkers also 
welcome.  
 
WATTISFIELD 
Saturday 18th February, 10-12, Car boot/ table top sale 
Saturday 18th March, 10-12, Car boot/ table top sale 
Saturday 25th March, 7.30pm ’til late.   80s Night with Bertie Basset’s 
Disco. Licensed Bar, £5 entry *** 
Saturday 15th April, Jumble Sale, donations welcome, please leave in 
Community Centre porch. 
Saturday 22nd April, 10-12, Car boot/ table top sale 
 
***See event posters for further details.  

Village News

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NOTICES 
 

Please note that number plates and headlights need to be clean and in     
working order before moving off.   Poorly working headlights can lead to 
accidents—other drivers may mistake you for a bike rather than a car.  
 
Also, be aware that your home and outbuildings must be locked as break-ins 
are more likely after the Christmas period. 
 
A continuing dog mess problem has been reported on Wattisfield recreation 
ground and dog walkers are reminded that offenders will be fined if they are 
caught on CCTV.  
 
  



 

 

After the success of the Barnham Tour in 2014 another visit to the  
Battlefields in Belgium is being organised.    We shall leave Barnham 
on Friday 21 April returning on Sunday 23 April.   We will visit      
familiar places such as the Menin Gate, Hill 60 and Hooge Cemetery 
as well as Essex Farm,  Talbot House and much more !   
 
The excellent guides we used before will be with us and will give an 
overview of key aspects of the War and explore personal stories such 
as Tubby Clayton and Neville Talbot   
 
The cost is dependent on numbers but is expected not be more than 
£195.  This will include accommodation for the two nights,         
breakfasts and lunches. 
 
I can strongly recommend this trip.  We had a wonderful yet poignant 

time two years ago and it would be marvellous to have friends from 

other villages with us. We took people aged 14-82 and everyone 

seemed to cope very well.  If you would like to know more please con-

tact Sue Nutt on 01842 890409/07818670124 and hopefully I will be 

able to answer your queries !! 

St Mary’s Church Badwell Ash 
 
Badwell Ash PCC is looking to welcome a further member to the 
team.  To help run this small parish no knowledge of church             
administration is necessary, only enthusiasm.   
We are currently meeting about 6 times per year.   
Any person interested, please contact PCC Secretary, Pat Monk       
patmonk@gmail.com or call 01359 258538 



GISLINGHAM PLAYGROUP 
We provide a safe, warm, friendly and caring setting for children 
aged 2-5 years, in a brand new purpose built building on the same 
site as Gislingham CEVCP School, with whom we work closely to 

provide an excellent education. 
 

 “Children’s welfare, learning and development is fully supported by the 
highly motivated staff” Ofsted 2012 

 

Please visit our website gislinghamplaygroup.com or phone us on 01379 788934 
 

Feeding into 

GISLINGHAM CEVCP SCHOOL 
We are a small and friendly village primary school 

that received an Outstanding grade in the 2012 Ofsted inspection. 
 

“Pupils make outstanding progress through the school because 
teaching is outstanding.  Teachers inspire pupils to succeed and to 

share responsibility for their learning” Ofsted 2012 
 

Visit our website gispalfederation.com    Contact us on 01379 783283 

Stuart Walker 
Decorating, Painting and Refurbishments 

 

A locally based company offering an honest and reliable service. 
 

Painting—Decorating—Refurbishments—Repairs  
All work considered indoors and out! 

Fully insured and free quotations provided 
 

Please contact Stuart on: 07711606464 or stuma1@hotmail.co.uk  

         Upstairs  
        Downstairs 
 A PREMIER CLEANING SERVICE 
    ...bringing a sparkle into your home 
 

 Regular housework 
 One-off / Spring Cleans 
 Trained uniformed staff 
 Safe, secure and insured 

 

 No hidden administration charges  
 

Telephone: Gigi Wadham-Smith 
on 07580314010 

 

Rookery Barn, Rookery Lane, Walsham-Le-Willows, IP31 3BD 
Head Office: 01672-541177 

www.langhamclinic.co.uk 
Langham Grange, Langham, IP31 3EE Tel: 01359 258 700 



  

Available to members and non-members -   

Weekly Swimming & Tennis Lesson Programme   
Adult Tennis Sessions   
Sports Activity and Tennis Schemes every school half term  

and holiday from £28 per day   

    

Available for everyone to join and use   

  4  Court Indoor Tennis Centre   

  Squash Court   

  Fitness Suite   

  Strength & Conditioning Suite   

  25 m Heated Indoor Swimming Pool   

  6   Outdoor Tennis Courts   

   Badminton Court Sports Hall 6   

  Aerobics Studio   

Please contact Culford Sports and Tennis Centre for more information:   
  

   01284 385370      cstc@culford.co.uk      www.culford.co.uk/cstc   

    Pay and Play Membership from £35 per year              All Inclusive Memberships from £19 per month   

 
 

New Year  
‘Ring out the false, ring in 

the true.’ (Tennyson) 
 

 
Our Benefice has five medieval bell-towers studding the landscape. 
There is also Langham’s bell-cote, 1876, contemporary with       Ten-
nyson, which gives an imaginary idea of how campaniles looked in 
the early days of christianity.  Our other Benefice churches all have 
square towers and these reflect a relatively more prosperous age, per-
haps around the 13th century.  Masons needed to obtain workable 
stone to build the corners.  The main local stone in East Anglia is 
flint, almost impossible to use when making a satisfactory right angle.  
The limestone corners of our Benefice towers were    imported, most-
ly from Northamptonshire.  The high square towers were built primar-
ily to house bells which rang out over the         countryside to summon 
people to prayer.   
 
A possible 13th century tower foundation is not of course, the end of 
the story.  All churches had to be maintained, and some parish      rec-
ords give the date of the repairs. ‘Putlog’ holes in the walls show 
where scaffold poles were inserted, both during building and later im-
provements.  These ‘improvements’ were often for prestige as  villag-
es vied with one another to have height and grandeur in their towers. 
Walsham has four carved stone finials, one at the top of each corner.  
Recent research shows that they represent the four heraldic beasts of 
King Edward IV, winched into position in 1475. There is a bull and a 
griffin to the east, and two white lions to the west.    Windsor has sim-
ilar royal beasts, 20th century replacements.       Walsham’s are origi-
nal. 
 
Badwell has an inscription high up on the decorative tower           bat-
tlements.  The north side is blank because few people passed that way, 
but the other three sides show :  
‘pray for … jon finchom and margit hys wyfe’.   
John and Margaret Fincham died in the 1490s, and the tower reminds 
us of them today. 
   Brian Turner 



 
ADRIAN SAYER 

OIL HEATING SERVICES 
EST. 1999 

 

SERVICE AND REPAIR 
TO ALL MAKES 

INC. COMBI & CON-
DENSING 

 

BREAKDOWNS 
ALWAYS A PRIORITY 

 

01359 220119 – 07956 
094433 

 

 

 

Home Repairs 
Maintenance 
Kitchens  
Bathrooms 
Tiling 
Pressure Washing 
Flat Pack Assembly 
Decorating 
Shelving 
Odd Jobs 
 

 MG Timber Build    
   For all your garden structures and projects specialising in: 

Sheds / Fencing / Gazebos / Summerhouses / Log Cabins / Garden Offices / Decking / Raised Beds & 

Borders / Kennels & Hutches / Water Features / Planters / Greenhouses /  Car ports & Garages / Log Stores / Aviaries /  

Seating / Gates / Pergolas / Exterior Lighting / Ponds / Workshops / Garages / Stables 

I can make any bespoke size of the above to your specification or I can install any pre-purchased item. Exterior electrical 

work completed by fully qualified electrician. 

Additional services available at competitive rates: 

Grass cutting, jet washing, gutter cleaning, window cleaning, flatpack installation. 

For a free estimate or just to discuss your ideas & requirements please call: 

 Mark on 07921 954323         



 

 

cuttin 
room.com 

 
unisex hair salon 

 & 
tanning booth 
01359—251083 

 
job  vacancies available 

for experienced, professional stylists 

Mobile: 07814 240840 
 
Email: wjcpainters@hotmail.co.uk 
 
www.wjcpainters.co.uk 



www.lambertsservicestation.com — lamberts.l@btconnect.co.uk 

 
A 'P.C.C'  Wedding at Finningham 
 

Two members of our parochial church council, Jimmy Downie and Penny 
Harrison 'tied the knot' at our little village church on the last day of 2016 in 
a very moving service conducted by the Rev Barbara Bileston, 
assisted by the Rev Sally Fogdon. How appropriate that  
the New Year of 2017 should begin their new life together! 
 
Our organist John Allen surprised us all with his rendition of  
Morecambe and Wise's theme tune 'Give me Sunshine' as the 
happy couple paraded down the aisle after the ceremony, 
whilst his daughter Ruth graced the service with beautiful ren-
ditions of 'Ave Maria' and 'O Holy Night' as the marriage  
register was being signed. 
 
Truly the occasion will live long in our memories and we all join together 
to wish Jimmy and Penny a long and happy future together. 
               
David Bell (Treasurer, Finningham St Bartholomews) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Westhorpe Gardening Club invite you to a talk by Bob Flowerdew 
 
Bob is an organic gardener, and television and radio presenter. He is a regular 
panel member of BBC Radio 4’s Gardeners’ Question Time. 
He will be talking about “Starting Right” - 90% of successful gardening is good 
husbandry:  sowing, potting, transplanting, watering and harvesting — 
Important Basics! 
 
When: Fr iday 21st April 2017, 7.30pm 
Where: Westhorpe Village Hall, Church Road, Westhorpe, Stowmarket IP14 
4SY 
Cost: £6.50 per  ticket 
For tickets or further information contact Martin Little via 
westhorpegarden@gmail.com or call 01449 780301. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=wedding+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=BBBBDA972CA27C99B0DB61D6E73B738893F79640&selectedIndex=56&ccid=L%2bZeQxVV&simid=608028827511884814&thid=OIP.M2fe65e43155557a58e0ea05bcf4c3098o0
mailto:westhorpegarden@gmail.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=planted+vegetables+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=E48C64F82C4F1567F7BD00F75AEC35A0F29DA5C0&selectedIndex=51&ccid=VSLyliGU&simid=608011029317091402&thid=OIP.M5522f296219405df5b1b8d0eab829ff4o0


 

 

 

 

 

———————————————— 

www.bftreecare.co.uk 
——————————— 

Tree & hedge planting 
Pruning & crown reductions 

Hedge trimming 
Felling & dismantling 

Stump removal 
Veteran tree work 

Woodland management 
Free quotations & professional advice 

—————————————————- 
t: 01359 259420 
m: 07711770339 

e: bftreecare@hotmail.co.uk 

 

   

Walsham-Le-Willows & District WI 
 
 

A whole host of sparkling angels and animated chatter filled a crowded   
Priory Room for the Walsham WI November meeting.  
Guided by Sue Perkin-Ball from nearby Great Ashfield and Badwell Ash 
WI, members enjoyed a creative craft evening and a sense of achievement.  
 
A delicious pot-luck supper followed the usual information of all that is on 
offer through membership of the WI, events as various as a jigsaw         
competition, carol celebrations, trips to the West End and choice of         
resolution debate.  
 
Much missed ex-Walsham WI member Jenny Hill, now resident in France, 
was warmly welcomed back for one night only, evidence of the firm    
friendships that develop within WIs. 

DEANERY NEWS 

 
Deanery Lent Course 

“Risen” (DVD and discusssion)  
Wednesdays 8th March—5th April, 7.30pm-9pm 

The Martin Room, Pakenham 
 

Special Synod 
Bishop Martin 

Tuesday 21st March, 7pm 
The Martin Room, Pakenham 

 
Deanery Ascension Day Service 

Thursday 25th May, 7pm 
St Mary’s Pakenham 

 
ALL WELCOME 

 

BADWELL ASH SILVER ASH CLUB  
 
We would like to convey our thanks to Belle Evans’s family for the most welcome 
donation. 
Thanks also to all member who helped with the Jumble Sale which raised £660. 



  
Convenient town centre 

 
location 

 
 

Home visits available on 
 

request 

METCALFE COPEMAN 
& PETTEFAR LLP 

 

SOLICITORS 

 
 
 
 

For home from home care 
 

24 hour person centred care for persons 65 and over including  
dementia and respite care 

 
Telephone 01449 781 691 

   Email  office@westhorpehall.co.uk 
www.westhorpehall.co.uk 

Confidential counselling service to help with relationship 

problems, anxiety, depression, day to day difficulties or any 

personal issue you may be facing.   

Registered member of the United Kingdom Council 

for Psychotherapy 

Professional Counselling Service   

 www.westsuffolkcounselling.co.uk 
West Suffo lk  Counsel l ing  

Walsham-Le-Willows 
Bury St Edmunds  

IP31 3BD 

Phone: 07792 635057  
Email: westsuffolkcounselling@gmail.com 

  

 



  

THE MAPLE GARDENER AND LANDSCAPE 
For a traditional garden service 

  
Mobile: 07799 766910  Home: 01449 674255 

  
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE: 

  
Hedges, borders prepared, dig over, mulching, planting e.t.c. 

  
-  TREE WORK    lopping, re shapeing etc 
-  CLEARANCE:  strimming, small trees removed e.t.c. 
-  FENCING 
-  HARD SCAPING:  removal of soil/re-levelling e.t.c. 
-  PATIOS:         all shapes, sizes, small walls, brick pattern paths 
-  TURFING: 
-  PLANTING PLANS & GARDEN DESIGNS: 
-  PONDS  created from scratch, re lined, cleared out, worked 
  
  
Free quotes to most areas, all green garden waste removed, (at cost) 

CALL DAVID LEAVER 
ON: 01359 240 252 

FOR: 

Custom made: Cupboards, Doors and Windows 
Wardrobes and Vanity Units 

Pipework casing, Stair Refurbishing, Shelving 
Loft Ladder installation and Flooring 

Glazing Repairs, Door Fitting, Security Locks 
Work carried out on New and Period properties 

Time-served apprentice,  Dust sheet and Vacuum 
NO VAT CHARGED 

 

SATURDAY 25th MARCH, 7.30pm ‘til late 
Licensed bar.  Entry £5. 
Bertie Basset’s Disco. 
Wattisfield Community Centre. 

 
 

  SALE 
 
ST MARY’S CHURCH, BADWELL ASH 
SATURDAY 25th MARCH 
10:30—4:00  
 
Everything £1 
Refreshments—fundraising for St Mary’s Church 
 For more information contact Stephen on 07714273669 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=1+pund+images&view=detailv2&&id=7C6CE7AE0E8E16E263E8BCD14ABADE1EDFF40CF8&selectedIndex=32&ccid=ZjKFC2YF&simid=608033264361931265&thid=OIP.M6632850b66055bde848e8119d7b050d7H0


THE CHURCH – WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO YOU ? 
 
The Church is the church of a living faith – not a mausoleum of the 
past.. 
 
This means that we need to remember that we live in a modern society: 
where life and ideas change but our faith is built on the strong  
foundations set out by the apostles and the saints. [for as an Anglican 
catholic (that’s catholic with a small 'c') tradition is the heart of what 
we do as well how and when it is done]. 
But if we fall prey to the temptation to look inwards then the church 
will die......slowly and quite painfully then we shall only have ourselves 
to blame.  But alternatively if we look outwardly then we can plainly 
see what we can and need to achieve.... 
Our Lord calls us to look beyond ourselves to move outside our com-
fort zone – calls us not to come to church out of habit -but out of a 
burning desire to worship God and to challenge the world and society. 
He does not want us to just sit there and think we are too old, too tired, 
or too wrapped up in ourselves to stand-by and this happen.   
 
The apostles left their nets – everything - to follow Christ. 
Because 'mission' is at the heart of the Gospels we all need to become 
involved – not just our Priest [when he is sent], or you PCC, but every 
one of us. 
The message for us today is that we are all needed – for the Holy Spirit 
works in both individuals and communities – we are all called – to 
move from the passive to the active – for that is what makes a         
community grow both in size and more importantly in depth. 
So our churches must  not be slightly damp tombs - they must be   
symbols of witness and you are those witnesses. 
 
What will we see in 12 months..2 years ...5 years time?? 
A vibrant engaged benefice who proclaims Jesus Christ to all ----or 
a tired tradition of an old comfortable favourite place ….. 
Or what would a prospective Priest-in Charge see [or think] if he 
walked round the Benefice next week [as I am sure he/she will] ? 
 
Heaven is a truly wondrous promise for the future – but we must work 
for it ,,,,,,,,,,,but remember the Kingdom of Heaven begins here on 
earth. 
 
It begins with us.......Pray and think hard about the future. 

God Bless...............Freddie 



 

 Wood Chip Mulch 

£5,000,000 public liability insurance 
FREE QUOTATIONS 

Countryside, Conservation & Tree Services 

Tree Surgery, Tree Planting,  
Hedge Laying and Hedge Trimming ,Fruit 
Tree Pruning, Leylandii Management, 
Turf Laying, Stump Grinding, Pond creation       

Mark Bleay BSc (Hons) 
Telephone :  01359 242 436  
Mobile :  07702 642 463 
Markbleay@btinternet.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 Tues—Sat 8.30—11.30 am 

C H I M N E Y  S W E E P  

ECO SWEEP 

CHIMNEY SERVICES 
 NEW POWER SWEEPING METHOD 

USED FOR A MORE THOROUGH 
CHIMNEY CLEAN THAN BRUSHES 

 INDUSTRIAL HEPA FILTERED VACU-

UM 
 FULLY INSURED 
 INSURANCE RECOGNIZED CERTIFI-

CATES ISSUED 
 SPOTLESS, RELIABLE AND FRIEND-

LY SERVICE 
 ALL CHIMNEYS, WOODBURNERS, 

AGA, BOILER FLUES SWEPT 
 

TEL: (01359) 232335  

Cakes For All Occasions by Sharon Castro 
BESPOKE HAND MADE WEDDING & CELEBRATION CAKES 

Freephone 0800 024 8540 

www.sharoncastro.co.uk 

 

   
 

Beautiful cakes at realistic prices. 
All our cakes are hand made using only the finest organic ingredients 

and local free range eggs.  Gluten free also available. 

Call us free on 0800 024 8540 to make a no obligation, free of charge 

appointment to discuss your wedding or celebration cake. 

25 yrs exp 
NPTA MEMBER,  

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFIED  
PEST CONTROLLERS. 

WASPS NESTS, HORNETS, BEES, RATS, 
MICE, SQUIRRELS, CLUSTER FLIES, 
FLEAS, MOLES, RAB-
BITS, BED BUGS,  CAR-
PET BEETLE, MOTHS, 
WOODWORM,  
 
LOCAL COMPANY  
FULLY INSURED 
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES 
FREE ADVICE  
PLUS MANY MORE NUISANCE PESTS 
 

01359-232745/ 01284-220095 
INFO@SMPESTCONTROL.COM 



The Benefice Service at Walsham, 8.1.17 

 
Our flagship church of Walsham-le-Willows hosted a lovely Benefice 
communion when the Epiphany Singers paid their annual visit to the    
parish. More than a hundred worshippers, with contingents from all the 
churches of the Benefice, packed the old church to enjoy some  
wonderful choral singing from the famous ensemble. 
The whole service, conducted by the Rev Sally Fogdon and assisted by the 
Rev Pamela Robson and our well-beloved Reader, Ian Jackson, was     
tremendously uplifting, reminding us all of happier times, when the 
Church of England enjoyed much greater support from the public. How 
wonderful it could be if our Benefice services could draw us together and 
be as well attended on a regular basis as this 'special' service was! 
Many thanks to Janet for all her hard work in arranging this and all the 
other services throughout the year. It cannot be easy in these times when 
we are lacking a Priest of our own to guide us. 
               
                        David Bell (Treasurer, Finningham St Bartholomews) 

 

 
 
 
 

THE EPIPHANY SINGERS 

 
 

CAR BOOT/ TABLE TOP SALE 
  Wattisfield Village Hall 
   Off A143, IP22 1NR 

 
Saturday 18th February 
Saturday 18th March 
Saturday 22nd April 

10am-12 noon 
Come and join us for tea & coffee, light refreshments. 

Indoor tables and car boot outside 
To book your pitch call 07539352722 or 07484714969 

All pitches £5 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=yard+sale+Clip+Art&view=detailv2&&id=F60C5076CCD55F8C375E965129CAE71724E9CE79&selectedIndex=87&ccid=B0Rp9M7I&simid=608006132819823875&thid=OIP.M074469f4cec8fede0be293ca858fdc60o0


Phil Laflin 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
General Repairs 

      Tel: 01359 259677 or 07749 636 474 
                              

WESTHORPE VILLAGE HALL 
 

Our beautiful new hall in Westhorpe is nearly finished! 
It will be available to hire from 1st April 2017. 

 
Reasonable rates. 

Enquiries: Rosemary Mees. 01449 780394 or 
clive@waitrose.com 

 

COMEDY CORNER 



TankChange Ltd. 
 

Suppliers & Installers of Oil Tanks 
 

Family Business with Over 40 Years Experience 
Steel & Plastic Oil Tanks available 

Fully Insured OFTEC Registered Engineers. 
 

Telephone: 01449 781210 (Out of Hours: 01449 781498)  
Mobile 07899 898720 

Email: Terry@TankChange.co.uk   
Visit our Website@: WWW.TankChange.co.uk 

 
Discounts available to Parish Magazine readers 

 
IPSWICH AND SUFFOLK CREDIT UNION 

 
The Parish of Walsham-le-Willows has joined with the Archbishop of Canterbury in 
his initiative to offer an alternative to Pay Day Loan Companies. 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury has endorsed and promotes Credit Unions nationwide.  
We had visits from the Ipswich and Suffolk Credit Union during the year 2014.  As a 
result we now have two Walsham-le-Willows Parish members as Credit Union Repre-
sentatives for anyone in the Benefice with any interests. 
 
They are as follows: 
 
Fred Bloomfield     Ann James 
1 Church View Cottage    The Thumbit 
The Causeway     Walsham-le-Willows 
Walsham-le-Willows    Bury St Edmunds IP31 3BT 
Bury St Edmunds IP31 3AB   Tel: 01359  259414 
Tel: 01359 258 596     E:mail: thumbit@tecova.com 
E:mail: blooomfield644@btinternet.com  

 
A Poem for the overcommitted… 

 
O give me your pity, 
I’m on a committee, 

Which means that from morning to night 
We attend and amend, 
Contend and defend, 

Without a decision in sight. 
 

We confer and concur, 
We defer and demur, 

And reiterate all of our thoughts. 
We revise our agenda 
With frequent addenda 

And consider a load of reports. 
 

We propose and compose, 
We suppose and oppose, 

And points of procedure are fun: 
But though various notions 
Are brought up as motions, 

    There’s terribly little gets done! 
 

We resolve and absolve, 
But never dissolve, 

Since it’s out of the question for us 
What bring our committee 

To end like this ditty. 
Where else could we make such a fuss! 

 
(adapted from a verse by Leslie Lipson) 

GRAZING NEEDED 
in Finningham / Gislingham  

About 2 acres (for two native ponies)  
to rent or buy. 

 
If you can help 

please phone: Irving 07784983814 
Thank you 

mailto:blooomfield644@btinternet.com


DID YOU KNOW……? 
 
A rat can last longer without water than a camel. 
 
Chewing gum while peeling onions will keep you from crying. 
 
Because metal was scare, the Oscars given out during WW II were 
made of wood. 
 
There are no words in the dictionary that rhyme with orange, purple 
and silver. 
 
Charlie Chaplin once won third prize in a Charlie Chaplin lookalike 
contest! 
 
Each king in deck of cards represents a great king from history: 
Spades = King David 
Hearts = Charlemagne 
Clubs = Alexander the Great 
Diamonds = Julius Caesar 

 
VALENTINES’ DAY BOGGLE  

 
How many words of 3 letters or more can you make  

from the letters in the grid below? 
 
 

V 

T 

I 

S 

A 

N 

N

E 

L 

E 

T 

S 

H 

E 

A 

R 



 Chimney Sweeping Services   
  

As a member of the Guild of Master Sweeps 
I am committed to providing a professional service, 

ensuring your chimney is kept clean and your home safe. 
 

My services include:  
§ The sweeping of open fires, all solid fuel appliances, 

        gas and oil boiler fires. 

§ Safety inspections and smoke testing 

§ Carbon monoxide and smoke alarms supplied and fitted 

§ Insurance company recognised certificates issued. 

§ Fully insured 

 

The safety of your home is paramount and all services are 
carried out in strict accordance with current regulations 

and approved sweeping methods. 
 

Phone: 01449 737513 



 
 
 
THE DARK HORSE 

Restaurant & Bar 
Kiln Lane, Stowlangtoft, IP31 3JZ 

(follow brown tourist signs for directions) 
 

Set in the grounds of Stowlangtoft Estate, within the       
converted stables & coach house, The Dark Horse offers a 
beautiful Suffolk setting to enjoy morning coffee, brunch, 

light lunches, afternoon tea and evening meals 
 

We are open six days a week from 11am – 11pm  
(closed Monday) 

 

Feel free to pop in and check out the stable bar 
&coach house restaurant and have a look at 
our menu options or if you just fancy a pint! 

01359 230904  
info@thedarkhorse.org.uk 
www.thedarkhorse.org.uk 

 

We would welcome any enquiries regarding bookings and 
menus for ramblers, cyclists, business meetings & special  

occasions - Please speak to Cathy or Paul  



 

 

Is your garden all work? 
 
 

We design and build gardens for easier maintenance  
and all year round interest 

 

Contact Jane Hamblin at 

 

Land Army Designs 
01359 231344 

 
www.landarmydesigns.co.uk 



free quotations 
bathrooms, kitchens 
boilers 

oil boiler service just £40.00 + VAT 
complete heating system 
or simply a dripping tap! 

WATTISFIELD TOWN ESTATE CHARITY 
 
Could you be a Trustee? 
 
This Charity administers an income from lands given by the Rust, Osborne and other 
families of Wattisfield for the benefit of the inhabitants of this Parish. 
 
We have assets which need to be managed to maximise resources. From the profits 
generated we are able to give grants to those less well off in the Parish and to others 
who find they are in need of financial assistance because of unexpected additional 
expenses.   Each case is assessed on its own merits and in the strictest confidence. 
 
Recently a couple of our trustees moved away from the area, thus being unable to 
serve and therefore we have some vacancies on our board.  
 
If you are resident in the Wattisfield area, would like more information about our 
work and would like to serve on our board of trustees please contact the Clerk, Mick 
Elflain by email: mikfirehouse-wtec@yahoo.co.uk or write to:-  
 
The Trustees, Wattisfield Town Estate Charity, Hall View House, Chapel Road, 
Wattisfield, IP22 1NU. 
 
Charity Commission Registration No. 211095 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY YOGA FOR HEALTH 
 

Simple breathing, stretching and relaxation. 
Suitable for beginners 

 
Thursdays 7.15-9.15 at Walsham School 

 
Details from Julia (BWY) 01359-259688  

 

jdunnicliffe@btinternet.com 

 
 

Serenity Yoga Classes in Woolpit 
Woolpit Village Hall 

Monday 6.40-7.40pm and 7.445-8.45pm 
Your first class for just £5 on presenting 

this advert. 
Yoga can be great for self-esteem, toning 

and strengthening your body.   
You can be any age or size and have any 

experience or none at all: At Serenity 
you will always be welcomed! 

At Serenity there really is something for 
everyone—we use relaxation and 

stretches from Hatha yoga, we combine 
strong and deep balances from Iyengar 
yoga and we use the connective flow 

from Kundalini yoga. 
Please feel free to contact Bethany on 

07930 199582  
serenityyogabethany@outloook.com  

www.serenityyogasuffolk.com 
 

mailto:mikfirehouse-wtec@yahoo.co.uk




 
5th February      4th SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
 
08:00  Holy Communion BCP  Walsham 
10:30  Parish Communion  Walsham   
11:00  Holy Communion    Wattisfield URC 
 

12th February    3td SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
 
08:00  Holy Communion BCP  Walsham 
10:00  Holy Communion   Westhorpe 
11:00  Morning Service   Wattisfield URC 
11:00  Mattins     Walsham 
 
19th  February 2nd SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
 
08:00  Holy Communion BCP  Walsham 
10:30  Songs of Praise   Walsham 
10:00  Holy Communion   Finningham 
11:00  Morning Service   Wattisfield URC 
 
26th February   SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 
 
08:00  Holy Communion BCP  Walsham 
10:00  Benefice Communion  Badwell Ash 
  
 
5

th March 1st SUNDAY OF LENT 
 
08:00  Holy Communion BCP  Walsham  
09:30  Mattins    Finningham 
10:00  Holy Communion   Westhorpe 
10:30   Parish Communion  Walsham 
11:00  Holy Communion    Wattisfield URC 
 
  
 

  
12th March  2nd SUNDAY OF LENT  
 
08:00  Holy Communion BCP  Walsham 
11:00  Morning Service   Wattisfield URC 
11:00  Mattins    Walsham 
 

19th  March  3r SUNDAY OF LENT 
 
08:00  Holy Communion BCP  Walsham 
10:30  Songs of Praise   Walsham 
10:00  Holy Communion   Badwell 
10:00  Holy Communion   Finningham 
11:00  Morning Service   Wattisfield URC 
 
26th  March  4th SUNDAY OF LENT 
 
08:00  Holy Communion BCP  Walsham 
10:00  Mothering Sunday   Westhorpe 
10:30  Mothering Sunday   Walsham 
10:30  Mothering Sunday   Finningham 
11:00  Mothering Sunday   Wattisfield URC 
 
2nd  April   5th SUNDAY OF LENT 
 
08:00  Holy Communion BCP  Walsham 
10:00  Holy Communion   Westhorpe 
11:00  Mattins    Walsham 
11:00  Holy Communion    Wattisfield URC 
 
 
Wednesday Morning Eucharist In the Priory Room at 09:30     
followed by Refreshments and Fellowship 
 
 February    1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd  
 March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th  

Benefice Services Feb—March 2017 Benefice Services Feb -— March 2017 


